                    This was printed in the Tucson Citizen Newspaper on January 14, 2005.                                  

                                WHAT’S A MASON AND FREEMASONRY?

As a Master Mason since 1962 and currently the Worshipful Master of a Masonic Lodge, I will try to briefly answer this question.

FIRST, THE TITLE “WORSHIPFUL MASTER.”  This is an old English title of honor, much so as “Honorable” in modern usage.  The Worshipful Master is charged to rule and govern his lodge, answering only to the Grand Lodge of the respective jurisdiction.  Each state and the District of Columbia constitute a jurisdiction in this country.

The Masonic Fraternity is the largest and oldest fraternal organization in the world with members in virtually every country of the free world.  Good men of all races, colors, creeds, political standings, professions and religious beliefs come of their own free will to seek the degrees of Masonry.  The qualifications for membership is simply to be a good man and have a belief in the Supreme Diety whether he be called God or by any other name used within their respective religion.  

MASONRY IS NOT A RELIGION.  But we are religious.  We use quotes from the Holy Writings in our rituals.  We invoke the blessings of God at the opening, closing and at other appropriate times during our proceedings.   The Lodge meetings are always opened with the three Great Lights of Masonry openly displayed on the Masonic altar.  Those Great lights are the Holy Bible (King James Version), the Square and Compasses. We are taught that the Bible is given as a rule and guide of our faiths, the Square to square our actions toward all mankind and the Compasses teaches us to circumscribe our desires (to establish boundaries of conduct in our lives as are dictated by our conscious and religious beliefs).  Masonry practices charity and benevolence, to protect chastity, be respectful of blood and friendship and the principles of religion, to assist those in need, obey the laws under whose protection we live, to inculcate morality, education, love of mankind, worship of God and imploring His mercy. Each member is encouraged to be active in his respective faith.

 MASONRY IS NOT A SECRET SOCIETY.  Secret organizations don’t advertise the place and times of their meetings to the public and meet hidden from the world.  Masonic Lodges and organizations publish addresses, dates and times of meetings and events.  We openly appear in public events, our emblems are displayed on our buildings, vehicles, jewelry, etc. The Shrine Masons proudly wear the red fez in parades and other Shrine functions.  In many public events the Blue Lodge Masons wear the Masonic aprons and Jewels.  Our Fraternal Organization like all others has private means of recognition.  We attempt to keep these modes of recognition private, knowing that even those have been revealed in many public forums.  But no true Mason will willfully expose them to Non-Masons.  Books are in stores and libraries that tell it all, and books written by anti-masons who twist the truths and even in some cases make up horror stories in an effort to destroy the good image of Masonry.  

To learn about Masonry talk to a knowledgeable Mason.  If a Mason says something like “I can’t talk about it” or “it’s a secret”, what he is really saying is “I’m not educated enough in Masonry to know how to talk about it.”  Learned Masons want to tell you about Masonry and it’s teachings.  

The Craft or Blue Lodge is the three principle degrees of Masonry, the basis of all Masonry.  The third degree is the Master Mason Degree and the most honorable degree in Masonry.  Other degrees are numbered higher for identification, but they are only expounding on the first three degrees.  To become a Scottish Rite, York Rite or Shrine Mason or some others, one must be a Master Mason first.

Each organization in the Masonic Family of Organizations has their own charities.   The Arizona Masonic Foundation for Children, under the Grand Lodge of Arizona, has several charities.  The largest and most expensive is the Children at Risk Program (501 3 c) which is predominately administered in the public school systems.  Most people know the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  It has 22 hospitals providing free medical care for children to the age of 18.  There are many other Masonic assistance programs, to many to cover here.

We don’t know how old Masonry is.  The oldest written document we have is the Regius Poem found in the 13th century and indications that it was written in the 9th century.  We think it came about from the builder’s guilds in ancient times when stone masons traveled from country to country building Cathedrals and other stately edifices. We have history of Masonic lodges going back many ages, but in 1717 Grand Lodges were formed in England to oversee numerous Lodges coming under their jurisdiction, thus modern Masonry was organized.

I hope this brief explanation provides enlightenment (light in Masonry meaning knowledge in Masonry).  Questions may be addressed to the Grand Lodge Of Masons In Arizona at 345 W. Monroe Street, Phoenix, Az.,85003, email, grandldge@azmasons.org  or you may call a Masonic Lodge in your area and leave your name and phone number.  An officer of the Lodge will return your call. Or feel free to contact me directly.
  Paul Weathers, Past Master, 2004 & 2005

 H- 290-6260 C- 906-7964
pwabble@cox.net 

Worshipful Brother Paul Weathers became a Master Mason in 1962 in William Whiting Lodge, Holyoke, Massachusetts.  He was twice elected to serve as the Master of Oasis Lodge #52 in Tucson.  Other Masonic affiliations are; 32nd Scottish Rite Mason in the Valley of Taipei Orient of Taiwan, Shrine Mason in Sabbar Temple, York Rite Cryptic Mason, member of the Scottish Rite Research Society and the Order of Eastern Star.               

