WHO are the Masons and WHAT do they do?

Freemasons are some of the greatest of men and of all walks of life.

By Worshipful Brother Paul Weathers
  Masons (also known as Freemasons) belong to the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world.  Masons represent virtually every occupation and profession, yet within the Fraternity, all men are equals.  Masons come from diverse political ideologies, yet meet as friends.  Masons come from varied religious beliefs and creeds, yet all believe in one God.

   Many of North America’s early patriots were Freemasons.  Thirteen signers of the Constitution and fourteen Presidents of the United States, starting with George Washington were Masons, as well as many other great men in government, entertainment, sports, religions, etc.

  Freemasonry is dedicated to the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God.  It uses the tools and implements of ancient architectural craftsmen symbolically in a system of instruction designed to build character and moral values in its members.  Its singular purpose is to help men become better husbands, fathers, brothers, et cetera; and in general a better citizen to benefit himself and others.  Its bonds of friendship, compassion, and brotherly love have survived even the most divisive political, military, and religious conflicts through the centuries.     Freemasonry is a fraternity, which encourages its members to practice the faith of their personal preference in according to their own conscious. Masonry teaches that each person, through self-improvement and being of help to others, has an obligation to make a difference for good in the world.

   No one knows just how old Freemasonry is because the actual origins have been lost in time.  Most scholars believe Masonry rose from the guilds of stonemasons who built the majestic castles, cathedrals, and other stately edifices in the Middle East and throughout Europe.  In 1717, Masonry created a formal organization when four Lodges in London joined forces to form England’s first Grand Lodge.  When Benjamin Franklin joined the Fraternity in 1731, there were already several Lodges in the Colonies, and in Canada the first lodge was established in 1738.  

  Today, Masonic Lodges are found in almost every community in North America, and in large cities there are usually several Lodges.

  A Mason can travel to almost any country in the world and find a Masonic Lodge where he will be welcomed as a “Brother.”

  The Masonic experience encourages members to become better men in every facet of daily life.  The fraternal bonds formed in the Lodge helps build lifelong friendships among men of like or similar goals and values. 

  Beyond its focus on individual development and growth, Masonry is deeply involved in helping people.  The Freemasons of North America contribute well over two million dollars a day to charitable causes.  This philanthropy represents an unparalleled example of the humanitarian commitment of this great and honorable worldwide fraternal order, or Brotherhood of men.  Much of that assistance is provided to people who are not members of the Masons or Family of Masonic affiliated Organizations.  Some of these Masonic charities are vast projects.  The Shrine Masons (Shriners) operate the largest network of hospitals for children with burns, orthopedic and other medical care needs.  This service is provided free of charge.  The Scottish Rite Masons maintain a nationwide network of over 150 Childhood Language Disorder Clinics, centers, and programs.  Many other Masonic organizations sponsor a variety of philanthropies, including scholarships for students, and they perform public service activities in their communities.  Masons also enjoy the fellowship of each other and their families in social and recreational activities.

  The word “Lodge” means both a group of Masons meeting together as well as the room or building in which to meet.  Masonic buildings are some times called “Temples” because the original meaning of the term was “place of knowledge” and Masonry encourages the advancement of knowledge among its membership.  Other Masonic buildings are called Cathedrals but that does not mean that they are for religions buildings any more so than the “Cathedral of Music and Art” is a religious building.  

  Masonic Lodges hold meetings for conduct of Lodge administration business, conferring of degrees, education and training, planning for the future of the Lodge and other causes as needed.

  Two subjects, religion and politics, are not conducive to the peace and tranquility of the Brotherhood as they are usually of strong convictions and extreme differences of feelings and opinions, therefore they’re considered to be very divisive subjects and have no place in the Lodge environment.  The Lodge is a place for promoting the bonds of friendship and fellowship among the Lodge of Brothers.  We are taught tolerance and respect for differences of beliefs and opinions between people.

  Applicants must be of good character, professing a belief in a Supreme Being by whatever name He is called in their means of worship.  No regard for race, color, creed, religion or personal politics should be considered of a good man.  To become a member, the man must ask for and petition for a particular lodge.  Once the petition is reviewed and read to the members present at a stated meeting, the Master assigns an investigating committee to visit the home of the petitioner and get to know him and his family situation.  One of the main purposes for this visit should be to insure that his acceptance would not interfere with any duty the petitioner owes to his religion, his country, his neighbor, his family or himself.  He and his wife or significant other should be allowed to ask questions and receive satisfactory answers before he commits to any organization, especially to a fraternal organization, which will require some funds and time.

 Masons are men of good character who strive to improve themselves and make the world a better place.  (Sadly there are a few exceptions to this as some have turned from the teachings of Masonry).  We belong to the oldest, largest, worldwide, and most honorable fraternal organization known to man.

  Some of the Masonic principles are;
> Believe in a Supreme Deity by whatever name in one’s chosen faith. 

> Faith must be the center of our lives.

> That all of mankind are the children of God.

> No one has the right to tell another person what they must think or believe.

> We have a responsibility to be good citizens and to obey the laws of our country.

> It is important to work to make the world a better place for all.  

> That honor and integrity are essential keys to making a meaningful life. 

