WHAT’S THIS ORGANIZATION CALLED MASONS [OR FREEMASONS]? By W.B. Paul Weathers
   Freemasonry is a voluntary association of men who want to improve themselves while among good and like minded men.  Freemasonry is a worldwide fraternity of friends and brothers.  It seeks to help good men to become even better men; in the home, in the lodge environment, and before the world.  The fraternity encourages its members to live their lives in accordance with the ‘Golden Rule’.  By use of Masonic Symbolism Freemasonry teaches us the necessity of truth and morality.  The fraternity is based on firm beliefs in the Fatherhood of God, Brotherhood of Man, and the Immortality of the soul. Freemasonry is within itself a system of moral conduct.  Therefore Freemasonry, even though it’s not a religion, it is religious in its character. Religion professes a dogma and a means to salvation. Masonry as a fraternity claims neither of those, they are left to the fraternity member’s religious ties.  In summary, Freemasonry is ‘A way of life’.

   If this is what you desire for your life, you should ask until you have a response to assist.  Don’t be disappointed if you don’t get assistance on the first or even second inquiry. This is because up until fairly recent years the Mason couldn’t accept a potential candidate inquiry until one had asked three times and some Masons from those eras of time are still of that thinking.

   You must understand that becoming a Mason isn’t as simple as joining a club by paying a fee, signing a book and receive a dues card. Once you declare your desire to become a Freemason a process begins. There is a period of time for a candidate to meet with the lodge members for acquaintance before acceptance of your petition. Once accepted, it’s read before the Lodge at a business meeting, sent to Grand Lodge for review and returned. Meanwhile the Master will appoint an investigating committee to visit with you and your Lady to give you both important information and answer questions the two of you might have. At the next business meeting the petition is read a second time and secret ballots cast.
    The Lodge Secretary will notify you and you’ll be scheduled for initiation into Masonry with the Entered Apprentice Degree. A Coach will be appointed to work with you for the learning of your required proficiency. A Masonic Mentor will be available to you (and your Coach) until such time as you decide that you no longer desire his input and lead in Masonry. You’re urged to devote time to study and returning of proficiency in a reasonable time period in order to advance through the degrees, raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason and learn how to ‘be a Mason’.  But rest assured that Masonry is so extensive that we will never in this life learn all there is to know about it.
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