Chapter 4: INFORMATION FOR THE ASPIRANT OF THE DEGREES OF MASONRY
ATTENTION MENTORS: The good man who declares a desire to be made a Mason should be provided a copy of this chapter to start his files of Masonic educational materials.

Freemasonry is an extremely intricate and complex society consisting of fraternities, sororities, androgynous organizations, concordant bodies, youth groups, and etcetera. We will not attempt to list them all in these writings. The intended purposes here is to concentrate on the foundation for all of Masonry, which are the three degrees that are referred to by various names such as; Blue Lodge (most common), Symbolic Lodge, Constituent Lodge, Masonic Lodge, or Chartered Lodge.
LODGE OFFICERS:
A Masonic Lodge in the Arizona jurisdiction consists of five (5) elected officers; the Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Treasurer and Secretary. There are seven (7) or more positions or places of men consisting of at least the Senior and Junior Deacons, Senior and Junior Stewards, Chaplain, Marshal, and Tyler. And like most organizations there are trustees and other committees as determined appropriate. 
The Worshipful Master is somewhat like the Chief Engineering Officer of an organization; however he is more powerful, with undisputed authority over his lodge. His decisions are not to be questioned and he needs the consent of the Lodge only for disposition of monetary funds that are not addressed in the Lodge bylaws. The Wardens could be compared to First and Second Vice Presidents. The appointed officers: The Senior and Junior Deacons are trusted messengers for the Master and Senior Warden.  The Stewards prepare candidates and provide refreshments for the Craft under the authority of the Junior Warden, The Marshal propounds the appropriate question to the candidate before the Stewards can prepare them, organizes processions, presents the flag of our country, and other duties at the Masters will and pleasure. The Chaplain gives prayers at the opening and closing of the Lodge and at other appropriate times. He is the spiritual leader for the Lodge. The Tyler Guards the door to ensure that none pass or re-pass through it without the permission of the Worshipful Master.  He may also be required to serve summonses from the Worshipful Master.

THE GUILDS:
Around the third century A.D., a series of incursions of war like tribes from east of Europe began, which eventually overran the Roman Empire and destroyed the civilization of the time. Europe gradually began to re-erect its civilization. One of the first features of this process was the development and training of craftsmen in various building trades.  These craftsmen later formed societies called guilds that comprised of men in a particular locality to perform a definite and specific kind of work or service. 
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These were much like the old Collegia, yet there seems to have been no connection between them. Most of these guilds maintained and carefully guarded their trade secrets. 
The members were bound by vows to never reveal those secrets to non-members. As printing abilities had not been invented in those times, very few people other than the clergy could read or write; therefore, much of the training and practical knowledge was treated as trade secrets of the particular guilds and passed to other members by word of mouth to ear.

MASONS:

Most of these artisans seldom roamed more that a day’s journey from home; with the exception of the stonemasons whose work mostly consisted of erection of such structures as castles, cathedrals, and other stately edifices. Many of these large projects required many years for completion. Because some local guilds did not have the needed number of trained and skilled workmen, the Masonic Craft out of necessity became migratory. The employers which were often the Church or the Monarchy would select a Master of the Work and arrange for the traveling of groups to the location of the work projects. On arrival they were provided space for construction of a workshop which would also provide places for rest, refreshment, and fellowship. These structures were called lodges.  The word lodge was used to designate the organized body of workmen as well as the name of the structure.  The term is still used that way in modern Freemasonry; a lodge room or a lodge of Brethren. 

Anyone in the building arts and skills were called a Mason, and the Craft as a whole was called Masonry.  This included the quarrymen, wall constructers, hewers, slaters, tillers, stone cutters, finishers, carpenters, and other skilled artist for these projects. The Master of the projects would now be called an architects or engineers; they understood engineering as well as geometry as a result of very long and arduous training.  Many were proficient in several of the Arts connected to the building trades, such as carvings, sculpturing, mosaic designs, and other specialized skills.  They were called Freemasons, most likely because they were free to travel and work as they might.  The lesser skilled workmen could travel only at the will and pleasure of the Master, Church Officials, or the Monarchy. This was most probably the first time the word Freemason was phrased. 
MASTERS:

The Guilds divided their members into Apprentices, Fellows of the Craft, and Masters of the Work. The Apprentices and Fellowcraft were commonly in their teens and many even pre-teens. As they later exhibited exceptional skills, human administrative abilities, and leadership qualities, they could become Masters of the Work.
OUR DESCENT:

Many Masons, some of high eminence, have tried to trace the lineage of Masonry as if tracing their ancestry. Their research included the Guilds, Roman Collegia, and the Ancient Mysteries. While their studies, presented as substantial evidence is certainly 
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plausible and some even credible, there are links in the line of proof that remain purely hypothetical. Studies of ancient peoples indicate that their religions, philosophies, social systems, as well as ordinary folk and traditional culture all had much in common. Masonry has inherited all that was good in those organized societies and our rituals clearly reflect that ancestry.
THE FIRST GRAND LODGE:

This movement came to fruition in the year 1717 in England and it is thought to have been influenced by the printing of the Holy Bible in 1455.  This and the many other books that followed opened up the fields of knowledge for the common people and that promoted freedoms of thought. In the early fifteen hundreds, the reformation came when the Church of England broke away from the rule of Rome, and with it came an increased intellectual freedom.  Even before the seventeen hundreds, it became evident that the building monopolies of Operative Masons were no longer in demand. No longer could the secrets of geometry and architecture be maintained, because as more organized education came into being, these subjects became somewhat common knowledge.  Men of wealth, culture, and distinction of all manner of occupations were freely admitted to membership in the Craft. It continued to grow to the eventual creation of that first Grand Lodge, which marked the dividing line between the old Freemasonry and the new. It had now distinguished Theoretical or Speculative Craft rather than the physical operatives. It was in the month of June in 1717 that four Lodges came together in London, and the first Grand Lodge was duly organized. At first, its authority was limited to a ten mile radius of London, but soon was expanded to a much more extensive range. It is still today being recognized as the Mother Lodge of Masonry.

:

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE:

Telling of the stories of Freemasonry during the American Revolution would be too extensive to cover in these writings, but when you have completed the current required studies, we would encourage you to research that period of time for impressive and historical Masonic stories. Many good men from all walks of life have been Masons; of various government positions, royalty, legal, military, show business, common laborers, and etcetera. As a Masonic Brother, the candidate learns that he is on the level with all of them, regardless of their stations in life. 
HOW OLD IS MASONRY?
Up to this point we have tried to cover the background of Masonry without being too specific about its history. It can be proven that Masonry is very old. There is in existence about one hundred of what is known as The Old Charges or Constitutions. They were created by individual lodges and used by them much so as we use our Lodge Constitutions and By-laws today. The best known of these is the Regis Poem, or the Holliwell Manuscript; so named because it was found in an old British Museum by a man named Holliwell. It was written circa 1390 A.D. with wording that would indicate that Masonry was at the time of that writing, very old, and that Masonry was an organized fraternity existing as early as 926 A.D. 
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However, the question of how old Freemasonry is cannot be definitely and defensibly answered. Exact origins are an unknown. But what is known is that it dates to antiquity and has survived and progressed throughout several centuries. Masonry was not created at a given moment, or in a single day, week, month, or year. Its distinct origins, the beginnings of the craft are veiled in the midst of antiquity. We find similarities in the Solar Mysteries of Egypt and other neighboring lands, which some believe may have evolved as early as two thousand (2000) B.C. Among the initiates into the Greater Mysteries, which were the repository of the highest secrets of astronomy, religion, fine arts, and the laws of nature were, Pythagoras, Plutarch. Plato and Pindar to name a few. Centuries later the Roman Collegia emerged. These were small, local groups of artisans such as goldsmiths, dyers, builders, potters, and etcetera.
THE ESSENCE OF MASONRY: 
Up to now we have dealt in length with Operative Masonry, and just a little of 
Speculative Masonry. Freemasonry has both, a physical and an intellectual or spiritual 
nature; physical as being the organization itself, manifested in its rites and ceremonies, 
these being handed down from ancient times and still well preserved, largely in ancient word and form. Lying behind the physical spirit is lessons hidden by a veil of allegory and symbolism, but constituting the very heart of Masonry. In it lies its intellectual or 
spiritual values through the lessons it teaches if we will only let it. Only because of these fundamental truths, the strong foundation upon which Masonry was built, and the steadfast courage of men who have faithfully upheld its banner of purpose, has Masonry endured through the ages, 

BLUE LODGE:
To be a Legally Constituted Lodge, it must be under a Dispensation or Charter from the Grand Lodge of the Jurisdiction in which it is formed. This Lodge of which you may be contemplating an intent to petition for the Degrees of Masonry is a Just and Legally Chartered Lodge by the Grand Lodge of this Masonic Jurisdiction. You will be encouraged to become familiar with it. 
Worshipful is an old title of respect, much like referring to or addressing a Court Judge or a government official as Your Honor or Honorable Sir. 
Once the Worshipful Master is installed to serve his Lodge, he has unquestionable authority, unlike that of a corporate CEO. However, he has a duty to abide by laws, rules, regulations, and the Grand Master’s edicts.

Meetings that are conducted for Lodge business are called Stated Meetings. Meetings called or scheduled for conferral of degrees or other purposes are called Special Meetings and other than stated meeting which are determined in the lodge bylaws, are at the Master’s discretion.
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THE THREE DEGREES OF THE BLUE LODGE:
The fundamental principles of Freemasonry are exemplified in the three Blue Lodge Degrees; Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. The first degree must not be considered as a preparatory degree for the second, or the second for the third degree. They should rather be thought of as a series of progression to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. But we should remember that even when we have achieved this most honored status, we are still an Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft.
As a Master Mason we can and in due time, should be encouraged to take the additional degrees, in such as in the Scottish or York Rite. in order to further you’re Masonic Enlightenment. But we are to remember that the additional degrees do not mean that we are a ‘higher’ Mason; as the Master Mason Degree is the highest and most honorable degree we will ever receive in this life.

OUR DUTIES:

We become an accepted member of the Lodge when we have completed the three Blue Lodge Degrees and signed the Lodge’s By-laws. It becomes our duty to be loyal to the Fraternity, faithful to our Lodge and superior officers, and obedient to Masonic Law. We are expected to pay our dues in a timely manner, and stand ready to assist a worthy Brother Mason in his needs, and support the charities of our Lodge in accordance with what our means will allow; but never at the expense of duties we owe to God, country, neighbor, our family and self.
We are expected to attend the support of out Lodge and its communications as much as reasonably possible, and to promptly and efficiently perform Masonic Duties as may be required of us. Being a Freemason means that we are expected to be a good citizen, loyal to civil and just law, and demonstrate upright conduct with individual responsibility for maintaining the public’s respect for Masonry.

MASONIC EDUCATION:

When you have knocked at the portals of Masonry (petitioned), you will most likely very soon thereafter be able to cross its threshold of Masonry and learn more about these and other things. Meaning of what you will hear and experience will not be entirely clear at the time. Masonry’s methods of instruction must be in degrees, through lessons and individual study sessions. After each degree, efforts will be made to clarify the meanings of what you will have heard, seen, and experienced. Educated brethren will endeavor to answer your questions. This is our duty to you, for the good of Masonry and our Lodge, to lead you to a level of the well informed Freemason; thereby increasing potential for another good Mason, a productive Brother among us.
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A SACRED PLACE:
The Masonic Lodge must be considered a sacred place. It should never be purposely defiled; but kept clean and in proper order. Individual dress and conduct should be appropriate for respect of the Lodge, meaning the place as well as the Brethren comprising the Lodge.
MASONIC SYMBOLS: 
The Square and Compasses to the non-Masons are the most recognized of all the Masonic symbols. The Square stands for virtue and morality; the Compasses, the importance of keeping our passions within due bounds (establish boundaries of conduct in accordance with one’s religious conviction6s and moral character). But even richer, the Square stands for the world and physical realities. The Compasses also stands for spiritual things. So, of the meanings of the symbol is this; while a person has a physical or animal nature, the spiritual nature should necessarily be the stronger.

The letter ‘G’, especially in the English speaking nations, stands for Geometry; and it also stands for God, because ancient peoples believed that the study of geometry would lead the mind of mankind to the ever living God. In Freemasonry the equilateral triangle is an internationally accepted symbol of God. the Creator of the Universe, and is an appropriate usage in place of the letter ‘G’.  
Worshipful Brother Paul Weathers 
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