Chapter 5: Introduction to Freemasonry
The writer has relied heavily, and in some cases quoting from publications from The Masonic Service Association, Arizona Masonic Ritual, various web sites and Masonic writers, and personal experiences and memory for writing these pages.

This does not, by any stretch of the imagination, cover everything that you, the potential Masonic Brother should be taught, but hopefully it will be a good start. The total guide is broken into paragraphs in hopes of providing enlightenment, starting with the writer’s introduction, and guides for the coaches and mentors, and for the new Brother after each degree. The appointed coaches and mentors are encouraged to use these as a guide, but verbalizing details in their own comfortable way to tutor. Hopefully their efforts will establish a deep gut hunger for more Masonic and spiritual enlightenment.
Our mentoring duty starts when the potential candidate start to make references or asking questions pertaining to Masonry, especially when he asks to be considered, or as we say, you have “Approached the Portals.” It is important for the appointed coach and the mentor to sit down with the candidate and start a calendar schedule for meetings, preferably in a comfortable atmosphere, free from distractions, for openly frank discussions. A good place to meet when available might be in the quietness of the lodge. If you have a wife or significant other, we suggest a few sessions with her present in their home for questions or comments she might have. The home partner needs to feel comfortable with her mates becoming a part of the fraternity and how it might affect your relationship. She also needs to know that there is a place for family members in this Masonic family of organizations. 

When we use canned phrases such as, “Making good men better, Masonry is a system of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols, or Freemasonry is an organized society of men, symbolically applying the principles of Operative Masonry and architecture to the science and arts of character building,” we will try to elaborate with explanations of what such terminology means for your understanding. Remembering that you may have read up on subjects of this fraternity and just pass such phrases off as being just some fancy sayings being brandished in an effort to impress others. In other words, we want to get you to a comfortable level of understanding.

We want to put the candidate at ease by giving him and her reassurances of what and how the required processes are, such as time factors, processing of your petition, balloting, costs, and very importantly, that the initiation is a solemn ritual without hazing or horseplay, and that you will be under constant care of good men of whom you can trust.

We want to impress on him the requirements for devoted study and progression in Masonry; no sportsman became an expert and champion in his field of sports off the field or court over night. Each usually had to study the arts and sciences of the particular sport long and hard to be successful; they can’t seem to be satisfied with the limited amount of
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time they can allot for study and practice. But they keep struggling for perfection of understanding and performance. So it is with Freemasonry. But there is so much more of Freemasonry to be learned, so much so that we can never grasp it all in this life time. But it is a wonderful and joyous journey if we choose to embark on it, with gratifying feelings of achievements a good man may hope for. And the best part of achieving knowledge is being able to share the enlightenment with others who are yearning for more knowledge. With Masonry in our heart, our conduct before God and man will improve and we will set examples that will entice other good men to knock on the doors of Masonry. 
A good Mason is devoted to the study of the teachings of Masonry and the Holy Writings for moral conduct of life out of the Lodge as well as within it. He is to be an Operative Mason with use of Speculative Mason conduct for the building of his Spiritual building, that house not made by hands, eternal in the heavens, by good charitable deeds and uprightness of living in his life
The Age of Masonry
Some speculators refer to certain wording in the Book of Genesis as their belief to be an indicator of the start of Masonry. Others believe it derived from Secret Societies of the cradle of civilization of the middle ages; or the most common thinking of these times, from the Cathedral builders from the tenth or eleventh century. What we do know for sure is that in 1717, several independent Masonic Lodges in London, England came together and organized the first Grand Lodge to oversee, and somewhat standardize they’re individual Lodges were to operate. 

The question of the age of Masonry can not be definitely answered. We find similarities in the Solar Mysteries of Egypt and surrounding lands, which some believe may have evolved as early as 2000 B.C.  Pythagoras, Plutarch, Plato, and Pindar were among the initiates into the Greater Mysteries, which were the repository of the “highest secrets” of astronomy, religion, fine arts, and the laws of nature. Centuries later, the Roman Collegia emerged; these were small local groups of artisans or goldsmiths, builders, potters, and etcetera.

Here is a bit of interesting trivia; In China, the implements of architecture were used as a system of moral philosophy at an early age. Mencus, in about 300 B.C. wrote, “A Mason, in his teachings as an apprentice, makes use of the compass and square. Ye who are engaged in the pursuit of wisdom must also make use of the compass and Square.”

And in a book called ‘Great Learning, circa 500 B.C. (accordingly by followers of Lord Siddhartha Gautama) it was said that, “A man should abstain from doing unto others what he would not they should do unto him; thus it is called the principles of acting by the square.”   
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Who Started Masonry?

As to the question of who started this Brotherhood of Masonry is like asking who started religion, government, knowledge, and etcetera. It has to be accepted that it was inherited from men coming together for a cause, for a need; certainly not for or by one person.
Masons or Freemasonry? 

You undoubtedly have heard both terms. Both or either is correct and interchangeable today. There are various theories as to the origins of the term Freemason; either the man or his ancestors were not slaves, or free to travel with no vow or contract with a guild or person, or was one who was skilled in working with freestone, which is stone which can be cut and shaped suitable for building. At one time or another, all of these and other theories may have been applicable for certain times in history. The general consensus of today seem to lean to the theory that being a Freemason was such due to his knowledge, skills. and abilities that would not restrict his freedom to travel and work his trade in other lands.
Our Descent
Many men who have been held in the highest esteem for their gained knowledge, have tried to trace the lineage of Masonry, often as if tracing their family ancestry; going back to the Guilds, to the Roman Collegia, and even further back to the Ancient Secret Societies, and have presented substantial evidence to support their hypotheses of our decent as Freemasons. But while their “evidence is certainly plausible, and some perhaps even creditable, there are still missing links in the line of proof that the answers remain hypothetical. What the studies clearly indicate is that by the people’s religions, philosophies, social systems, common thinking and mannerisms, they all had much in common. Freemasonry is inheriting all that was good in those organized societies; there is no doubt that what is in our teaching through modern rituals reflect that ancestry.  
Operative and Speculative Masonry
The Masons of earlier times were actually of the builders trades; their trade secrets being passed down through the ages by word of mouth to ear only. This was true not only as being the right and proper way of the times; it was also true of the philosophies that were based on their working tool, of which still persist in our common everyday conversations. Even before we became a part of this Grand Old Order of Freemasons, we unknowingly heard and used words and phrases deriving from Freemasonry’s ritual teachings such as; “Go see Mr. John Smith, he will  level  with you and  give you a square deal, he’s known to be an upright man of integrity.”  
As the demands for Operative Mason’s skills declined, so did their membership numbers decline. However, men of means and professions were attracted to the
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philosophical teachings of the Masons and they sought acceptance as speculative members and to be allowed to study the ways of the Masonic character. When the majority of the members were Speculative Masons the craft became known as Speculate Masonry.
The Grand Lodge
It will be important for you to know something about how Masonry is organizes, but for the present, we will confine ourselves to a brief outline. Each Masonic Jurisdiction has a Grand Lodge and a line of officers, many of which have Grand as a part of their title. The Grand Master is the top authority of all Masons in his jurisdiction. He has a Deputy Grand Master, Grand Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand Secretary, and etcetera. In the United States, each state and the District of Columbia are separate jurisdictions. We do not have or need a National Grand Lodge as we are governed by Antient Masonic Landmarks.

Worshipful Master
Worshipful is a very old title of honor and respect and is in common use even today in the United Kingdom and in Freemasonry around the world. It might be compared to the respect for government officials and court judges with the titles of The Honorable or Your Honor. It doesn’t mean that he is to be worshiped by any means; he is not to be considered as a God. However, he was elected to a very honorable position and is due proper respect. In the Lodge, only the Master is to wear head covering. This stresses the fact that he is the authority. It is common nature in our society to look to the eyes. But when only one in a group is wearing a hat, the eyes are commonly drawn to it. The Master is looked to for enlightenment, and his position of authority and justice is identified by the head cover, which is one of the badges of authority, the others being his jewel and gavel.          

THE ESSENCE OF MASONRY;

Up to this point we have dealt mostly with Operative Masonry, and some of Speculative Masonry. Freemasonry has both a physical and an intellectual or spiritual nature; physical as being the organization its self manifested in its rites and ceremonies; these being handed down to us from ancient times and still fairly well preserved, largely in ancient word and form. But laying behind the physical is hidden a veil of allegory and symbolism, but constituting the very heart of Masonry, there lies its spiritual values, the lessons it will teach us if we are willing to let it. It is only because of these fundamental truths, the strong foundation upon which Masonry is structured, the steadfast courage of men who have faithfully upheld its banner of purpose, has Masonry endured through the ages.
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To truly understand these things will take much time and studies. But the more you learn, the more you will hunger for further light in Masonry. When you have started to unravel the hidden mysteries from beneath the symbology you will have the true secrets of Masonry.
Now About Your Inquiry into Becoming a Mason
First, let us say that we are pleased that you desire to become a part of the world’s oldest and largest fraternal order. To become a Freemason a man must profess a belief in the 
Supreme Deity, by whatever name God is called in your particular faith and religious practices. Otherwise the essential Masonic obligations would not be binding. No atheist can ever be made a Mason. Masonic culture may be thought of as our basic beliefs and principles, a natural mind of sense in life. In Masonry we are expected to live by the principles of conduct given to us in the Holy Writings that apply to our chosen faith.

You should not enter into Freemasonry with expectations of gaining political or monetary benefits. We make no claim of giving in to worldly desires for personal gain. These are not the intended uses of the fraternity. But if you are open to helping others and improving yourself spiritually and morally while enjoying wholesome fellowship with like minded men, Freemasonry just might be what you are looking for in your life. Should you choose to pursue membership, it is our hopes that through Masonry you will be able to define yourself as an overall better man.

You are strongly urged to pay close attention to this paragraph. You will become a member when you have completed the three degrees and signed the Lodge bylaws. You will have then assumed the duties of loyalty to your brethren and to the fraternity, faithfulness to your superior officers, obedience to Masonic law, and supportive involvement in your lodge. You will be expected to pay your annual dues promptly, standing ever ready to assist a worthy brother in his needs and to support the charities of the Lodge in accordance with what your means will allow; but never at the expense of any duty owed to God, your country, your neighbor, your family and home, or yourself. 
You will be expected to attend meetings of your Lodge as much as possible, to promptly and efficiently perform Masonic duties as may be required of you. Being a Mason means that you are expected to be a good citizen, loyal to the law, and demonstrate upright conduct with individual responsibility for maintaining the public’s respect for Masonry.
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Masonic Education
You have symbolically knocked at the door of Masonry and we expect that soon you will be permitted to cross its threshold and hear much more about these things. Meaning of what you will hear and see will not be clear at that time. Masonry’s tried and true methods of instruction must be given by degrees and in learning sessions. After each degree, efforts will be made to clarify the meanings of what you will have heard and seen. We will endeavor to answer your questions; for it is our duty to you and to Masonry in general and to the Lodge in particular, to lead you to that level of a well informed Brother Mason; thereby increasing the potential for you to be a good and productive Mason among us. If you choose to continue this pursuit, we will be ready with anticipation to conduct the processes which are; on receipt of your properly completed 
petition and the required initiation fee, your petition will then be read at the next stated meeting, sent to Grand Lodge for review and approval to continue, read a second time before the Lodge and balloted on at the next stated meeting. You will be notified of the ballot result and scheduling will be determined. 

After initiation, the Worshipful Master will appoint a coach and a mentor who will work with you in scheduled study sessions, Lodge visitations, and special events. You must cooperate with scheduling as there are time limitations for you to return required proficiency and be schedule for the next step. Therefore it your incumbent duty to make time and honor these requirements. We place our faith in your sincerity in meeting this very doable challenge. 

This is our sincere effort to help you in determining if Masonry is right for you. We ask that you consider the following statements and questions to insure that you are ready for this very important step in making improvements to your life.
Freemasonry is:
> The oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world.

> A charitable organization.

> A way of life if the lessons taught in Masonry are followed.
> Open to all good men of 18 or more years old; regardless or race, religion or other distinction if they are acceptable to the brethren of the Lodge being petitioned.

Freemasonry is not:
> A secret organization. Secret organizations hide their existence, we don’t.
> A religion. We have no religious dogma, but do encourage religious affiliation.

> An insurance company. We are not in that business.

> A political organization. But we encourage our members to be involved. However, a discussion of politics or sectarian religion is forbidden in the Lodge as those are the most divisive subjects that can disrupt the peace we try to maintain among the Lodge brethren.
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Freemasonry does:
> Have secrets, as does other fraternities, sororities, businesses, and even family’s do.

> Encourage its member to practice the religion of their choice or convictions.

> Encourage to be active in support of good government and obey the laws of the land.

> Encourage its members to study and live according to the Holy Writings, Masonic teachings, and generally accepted education.

> Bind ourselves to like minded men in a brotherhood that transcends all religions, ethics, cultural, and educational differences. 

> Recognizes our responsibility for justice, truth, charity, enlightenment, freedom, liberty, honesty, tolerance, and integrity in all aspects of human endeavor.
> Achieve the realization that it is not necessary to receive something tangible for good acts or deeds performed.

Freemasonry does not:
> Interfere with any duty you owe to God, country, neighbor, or self (and home).
> Discuss partisan politics or sectarian religion in the Lodge environment, as those two subjects are known to be the most divisive subjects and can be disruptive to the peace and harmony that we Masons cherish. 

What Freemasons try to accomplish:
> Being a Mason for camaraderie and friendship wherever we travel in Masonry.

> Being a better man in every way, by following the Masonic way of life.

> It is helpful to strive for improved quality of life for others.

> It is helping and comforting the sick and infirmed.

> It is a group of clowns bring joy and laughter.

> It is a grown man driving a mini Shrine Mason’s car in a parade.

> It is sponsoring a child to a Shriners Hospital for its medical care needs.

> It is visiting and escorting a veteran to church or to a Masonic meeting in a hospital.

> It is assisting a Masonic widow or senior brother.

> It is volunteering support and assistance in a public school.

> It is supporting Masonic values.

> In general it is giving of yourself without expectations of any returns other than the satisfaction of knowing that you are doing what a Mason is supposed to do.

Questions that the candidate should answer:
> Do you have a belief of The Supreme Deity and place your trust in Him?

> Do you have a criminal record? If so, show integrity by revealing it..
> Are your finances adequate to pay initiation fees, annual dues, assist with Lodge charities, and still have funds to properly care for the needs of family and home?
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> Do you have expectations for other than giving of yourself without expectation of anything in return? You must understand that he can expect to get back as much satisfaction as he is willing to work for.
> Is your wife or significant other in support of your becoming a Mason? Does she have doubts or pending questions? Would she like to have a private meeting for questions and answers, or to express her concerns?  We would never want to be the cause of family problems or disputes.

If you could in all honesty answer the above questions favorably, it is an indication that your heart is ready to file your petition for the degrees of Masonry.       
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