Chapter 6: YOU ARE NOW AN ENTERED APPRENTICE MASON

Mentors, this is to be provided to the newly initiated Brother as part of his proficiency requirements.

These instructions have been prepared to help you as a new Mason to get a better start in understanding the lessons intended. You are expected to take the studies of Masonry serious and to work closely with your appointed coach and with a mentor. You are encouraged to ask questions. Should you not understand the answers as explained by your coach, you should pose the question to your Masonic Mentor or another knowledgeable Brother. It is important that you should learn as you progress through each degree and beyond.

In the Entered Apprentice Charge you were told that, “At your leisure time that you may improve in Masonic knowledge you are to converse with well informed Brethren who will be as ready to give as you are to receive.” Now in the belief that you will welcome some of the light to which you responded when the Worshipful Master asked what you most desired; we are with hope that this series of guidance will be of help.
Your acceptance by balloting of the Lodge Brethren was an act of starting you on the journey for more Masonic knowledge. Your Lodge Brothers will stand ready to guide you along in the processes of learning. Keep in mind that all of us started the same as you, and it has taken us a long time to get to levels where we can help others. All of us are still learning, knowing that we will never in this lifetime learn all that there is to know about Freemasonry. But the journey we are on in efforts to gain as much light as we can grasp, gives to us much joy and a deeper love for this Society of Friends and Brothers.
In its long experience, Masonry has established many things that go beyond the realm of experiment and mere opinion; among these is the fact that one’s appreciation of Masonry grows with the increase in his understanding of its history, its symbolism and philosophy, its worldwide character, its ethical standards, and the ideals of the genuine brotherhood fostered among its multitude of members. In your own interest, you should give thoughtful attention to these facts and to consuming information as it is presented. Anything that you don’t understand should be discussed with your more experienced Lodge Brothers for your further enlightenment.
An old definition of our Craft reads like this, “Freemasonry is a system of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols.” Those words alone are an indication of a need for patience, and serious study. But you must be cautious of who you discuss Masonry with until you know enough to speak of Masonry from experience.

You have crossed the threshold of Freemasonry and you are now bound by your obligation under oath to carefully guard its confidential matters. The so called secrets of 
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Freemasonry and its affairs are for its members alone. Until you have been raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason and completed your proficiency, you are expected to be especially watchful and guarded in your conversations with those other than the Brothers you have been in Lodge with. 

In the preparation room you were prepared for initiation by being divested of your street clothing and all minerals and metals, and you were caused to put on simple clothing of innocence as having no worldly wealth.  This room might be considered as being the womb of a mother where a fertilized egg would becomes a fetus which is to be nourished as if grew into a baby, ready to be born into the world.  You as that infant gave three ‘distinct’ knocks on the door, or birth canal.
Your entry into the Masonic Lodge Room was symbolic of a new birth, a transition from the profane world to a new life of Masonry. Your gaining admission into the Lodge is also emblematic of an event which must come to us all eventually; another transition from this life to Eternity. Therefore it behooves us to learn and live a virtuous life.

After being received into the Lodge in proper form, you were caused to kneel for the benefit of prayer; as no man should enter into any great or important undertaking without first invoking the blessings of God. Your guide conducted you in a circumambulation clockwise of the Masonic altar. This placed your right hand, a sign of fidelity nearest to the Altar with the Three Great Lights properly and predominately displayed; and upon which you were about to become obligated to Freemasonry.

When you took upon yourself the solemn obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, you were caused to place your right hand on those Three Great Lights of Masonry; the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses. This obligation has been taken in one form or another by all who have passed this way and it was taken on Volumes of Sacred Law. They provide us with guidance in the principles of Freemasonry. The obligation must be a reminder for us to keep certain confidential fraternal matters; confidential matters as are had by all fraternities, sororities, businesses, religious organizations, and even families.

The archaic penalty wordings are said to be judicial remnants handed down to us through the ages, but specifically the first time we find mention of them is in the Edinburgh House Manuscript of 1696. However, in an effort to maintain the integrity of ancient ritual, we keep the wording as was passed on to us by our ancient Masonic Brothers. We believe that those words tend to impress on the memory and in our consciences the importance necessities for keeping true to our obligations in Freemasonry.  It must be clearly understood that under our civil laws, this wording should be considered as symbolic only; not to be taken literally. The wording should actually refer to the pain any good and honest man should feel at the thought of violating his given word. The only penalties recognized in modern Freemasonry are; reprimand, suspension, and expulsion.
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The oath in your obligation was the first four words of the last sentence; So help me God. And when you bowed your head and kissed the Holy Writings, you sealed your obligation and it was at that moment you became an Entered Apprentice Mason. 

Neither the obligation nor these writings are intended to insinuate that Freemasonry is a secret organization; it is not! Secret organizations meet secretly, never announcing their meeting times, locations, or purposes. We Freemasons, especially in the United States, display our Masonic emblems on our buildings, vehicles, clothing, jewelry, on sign boards at entrances to our towns and etcetera. We list our Lodge addresses and phone numbers in phone books and in various publications. We have web sites for the general public to view. However, we do have secrets. One good example of this is the secret ballot. No one should know how we voted on a candidate. The ballot is not to be discussed, other than the announcement of positive or negative by the Worshipful Master. The right of privacy and the duty to ballot by all of the Master Mason members that are present, is believed to be universal in Freemasonry. It is considered to be un-Masonic conduct to state how we will, will not, did, or did not ballot on a candidate for the Masonic degrees or affiliation, nor should a brother enquire of another as to how he balloted and why.
The Masonic obligations, modes of recognition, and our overall rituals have long been available to anyone who wishes to learn of them. They are published in books, pamphlets, on television, and on videos for anyone who may wish can acquire them.. These things can no longer be considered as Masonic secrets. However, we Masons are bound by our sacred obligations and oaths not to discuss them with the uninitiated.  We should refrain from affirming or deny what the uninitiated may have learned. When pressured to communicate on these subjects, a good response might be something like, “It sounds like we’re all searching for the truths of Masonry” and either change the subject or excuse your self from their presence.

When it is said that you are now an Entered Apprentice Mason, it simply means that you are now recorded in the Lodge records as having obligated yourself to Freemasonry out of the Lodge as well as within. You have started your journey to attain the most honorable title of Master Mason and a lifetime commitment for improving yourself by the practice of Masonry. The memory of the rituals we experience will be with us for life. How we apply it in our lives is of great importance. In order for it to have the rich meanings intended we must seriously search for advanced understanding of the lessons and true secrets conveyed in the symbolisms. This takes much time and each of us must determine what it all means to us personally and how it should apply to our daily lives.

If we will seriously study the materials we’re provided and talks given in the first degree, the second degree will be somewhat easier to grasp.  We remember that Masonry is taught by degrees only; and for us not to seriously study each degree will leave us short 
of valuable Masonic knowledge. Work closely with your coach, spend time with your mentor, and try to digest the knowledge they can provide.
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Much of the history of Masonry is lost in antiquity, but we will suffice to say that it could have begun with what we have learned of the ancient Secret Societies and the Roman Collegia.  But we must acknowledge that much of what we read is of pure speculation. Whether Freemasonry existed as a derivative of such orders has not been definitively proven by documentation. The oldest written document being the Regius Poem, or Holliwell Manuscript with its perceived indication of probable writings in the nine hundreds is really all we may claim for sure of our existence as Freemasons.  All else must be considered as speculation until older proof is discovered.

We may take solace in the fact that there are those similarities between those ancient organizations and modern Freemasonry. The Roman Collegia could meet only if there were three members present. In modern Freemasonry, to open a Lodge of Master Masons there must be three Master Masons present. There were three degrees in the Roman Collegia; there are three degrees in the modern Blue Lodge of Freemasonry.  The Roman Collegia had a Magister and two Wardens. In modern day Freemasonry we have a Master and two Wardens; and there are several other comparisons. Note that the number three (3) is prominent in both and still is an important number in Freemasonry.

After you had been re-conducted to the place whence you came and invested with what you had been divested, you were returned to the Lodge room and conducted to the northeast corner of the Lodge and placed on the first step of a Mason, where the Worshipful Master was pleased to say that you there stood an upright Entered Apprentice Mason and gave it you strict in charge ever to walk and act.

In the lecture you were told that when you were conducted to the northeast corner and placed on the first step of a Mason that in Operative Masonry, the first stone of a building was laid in the northeast corner thereof, upon which to erect the future structure, and that you might be near the Worshipful Master in the East to receive from him those necessary instruction whereupon to erect your future moral and Masonic Edifice.
Let us explore the symbology intended in that part of the ritual. There you were laying your cornerstone, upon which to erect your Spiritual Temple. If you insured that your cornerstone was perfectly squared, plumbed, and leveled in the right directions, the walls of your spiritual life will be straight and upright. In many Masonic jurisdictions the explanations go even further, such as; the reasons for squaring corners in the floor work is to remind us, that when we are about to go in any new direction in life, we should compare that to turning the building of the structural wall in a new direction, and that we should pause momentarily to consult with our God for guidance in our decision; whether it is right or wise for our spiritual life.

In the ages of Operative Masons, young men, actually young boys, were recruited to be trained for replacement of those that were being lost from the labor forces to such as promotions, accidents, illnesses, death, and etcetera.  Their apprenticeships lasted for at least seven years; the word apprentice meaning beginner or student.
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The new candidate was evaluated by the members for appearance of strength and probability of character, and his willingness to yield to the rules of authority. By their vote, he was accepted or rejected. If accepted he was obligated and introduced to an experienced worker, or fellow of the craft for learning the work routine, and indentured to a master workman for day by day mentoring. The master workman would test and retest him in various tasks until he was found to be proficient to be made a fellow of the craft and capable to coach new recruits.

In Speculative Masonry we follow a similar pattern or practice; time frames are established for becoming proficient with the aid of a coaching partner. If we have learned from the ancient or operative Masons, it makes since to have experienced Master Masons or Past Masters to serve as Mentors, who can work with the new Brother and assist the coaches within the teaching and learning processes, with some understanding of the symbology in the ritual. Of course our established time frames for learning the required proficiency in Speculative Masonry, is much shorter than what was necessary in Operative Masonry.

As time goes by you will have, when properly coached and mentored, learned much of the customs, courtesies, meanings and lessons intended in the symbology; the laws, rules and regulations by which the Entered Apprentice Mason is governed. You will have been given some duty opportunities involving Masonry in some capacity. This is to aid you in learning and having you become a part of the Lodge. But in the meantime, you must endeavour to memorize and return the required proficiency. 
The Lodge Room is a symbol of the earth. This goes back to a time when man believed that the earth was square or oblong. The Lodge Room in proper proportion is an oblong square; twice the length as its width, equal to two perfect squares fused together and positioned due east and west. Its sealing is representative of the canopy of the heavens.

The door through which you first entered for your initiation is representative of the birth canal from which you emanated to start your new life as a Mason. The Lodge Room is in 
a sense, a world of its own where men from all walks of life can come together on the level in the concept of brotherly love of man under the Fatherhood of God. It is governed by the laws of Masonry; peace and harmony is the constant goal. In order to accomplish this, discussions of politics and sectarian religion are never to be discussed in the Lodge environment, as they are known to be the two most divisive subjects known to man.

Freemasonry is not a religion; but it is truly religious in many ways. Its philosophic teachings are based on the existence of The Supreme Deity of all mankind, a common God in whom man can put his trust, and The One in which we should look to for wisdom and guidance.  Our Lodge sessions are opened and closed, and at other appropriate times with prayer. The Lodge is never opened without the Holy Writings being prominently displayed on the Masonic Altar.
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As you may have already started to observe, Masonry’s methods of teaching are by symbols and allegories. A symbol is a visible sign of something that is of an invisible idea, as a number is a symbol of a mathematical idea, not the idea itself. An allegory is a story in which figures and actions are symbols of general truths. And Freemasonry is veiled in allegory and is illustrated by symbols because these are the surest ways by which moral and ethical truths are taught. It is with the mind and heart that we can task in the true meanings of Freemasonry. In time and with sincere study of its hidden meanings, Freemasonry will form in our hearts, a joy and contentment that words alone cannot express. Those inner feelings are the truest secrets of Masonry.  Brother Albert Pike, a well known and respected Masonic writer said that Masonry’s symbolism is its soul. “Every symbol in a Lodge is a religious teacher, the mute teacher also of morals and philosophy.”  
Imagination may be able to see further than the eye, and hear sound farther than the ear can hear. To the imagination, symbols become as plain as the printed word is to the eye. No teachings expressed verbally are as easily learned by the mind as those that come by symbols through and of the imagination. If we hear words only and have no imagination of their meanings, the intent is useless to us.
At one point in your initiation ceremony the Master presented to you some of the working tools that you will be further instructed on as you progress through the Degrees. Two in particular were the twenty-four-inch gauge and the common gavel. The Master explained their operative use and their symbolic meaning to the Speculative Mason. But to summarize those words, the meaning is that there is no time to be wasted, no time to be idle, and no time for waiting; as time waits for no man. The implication is plain; we must always be ready to put those symbolic tools to use in our daily lives, both in and out of the Lodge. The twenty-four-inch gauge reminds us to divide our time for service to God, time for work and livelihood, and time for rest and refreshment. We use the symbolic gavel to eliminate from our lives all that we know to be improper and detrimental to health and character, and promote the respectable image of a Mason before the world. And the trowel is for us to spread the cement of Brotherly Love among all mankind, but especially among our Brethren in Freemasonry.

Another type of gavel (or maul) serves as another symbol in Masonry; it symbolizes the authority of the Worshipful Master. In many jurisdictions where the older requirements the Master is to ensure that the gavel is always within his reach, even when he must move about the Lodge room. It is a reminder to the Brethren that he is the unquestionable authority over his Lodge; but, it is also a reminder to him that although his position is the highest honor granted to him by his Lodge Brethren, he is still a Brother among them, and how he makes his decisions is most essential to the peace and harmony within his Lodge.
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You were presented a lambskin, a white leather apron and told that it is “More ancient than the Golden Fleece, more honorable than the Star and Garter.” These claims are intended to impress the newly initiated Brother of the Masonic Lambskin’s value and importance. It represents innocence and purity of life that every Mason should be striving for. The Masonic White Leather Apron is the badge of a Mason; “It is yours to wear through an honorable life and at your death to be placed upon the coffin with which shall contain your earthly remains and laid beneath the silent clods of the valley.” We must let the white apron be a constant reminder to live and demonstrate an unblemished character of life.
Most of us choose to store away that lambskin apron so as to keep it spotless for that eventful day when our soul demits to the Celestial Lodge; and use a common white cloth apron or purchase a personal apron for regular use. This is normally left to the Brother’s personal decision.  

The order of the Golden Fleece was founded by Phillip, Duke of Burgundy in 1429; the Roman Eagle was Rome’s symbol and ensign of power a hundred years or so before Christ; the Order of the Star was created by John II of France in the middle of the 
Fourteenth Century; the Order of the Garter was founded by Edward III of England in 

1349 for himself and twenty-five Knights of the Garter. Receiving of the Lambskin Apron should be considered as one of the highest honors in Masonry.  

We refer to the Holy Writings as being one of the Three Great Lights of Masonry. It tells us that “the spirit of God is within us,” and that “man is made in the image of God.” Perfection is within us, we must remove the roughness and “divest our hearts and consciences of the vices and superfluities of life.”  This will bring out the spirit and promote good conduct, bringing us nearer in efforts to be a more perfect man and Mason, one capable of serving as an example for other good men to emulate. 
In Masonry we hear references to the Tenets of Masonry, which we will dwell on two of them here.  This terminology refers to and describes the general principles, beliefs, or doctrines which we consider to be true. It is not normal practice to question these teachings as they are considered to be self evident, beyond the concept of reasoning.
We promote and practice Brotherly Love. What is meant by this? It means that we place upon our Brothers the highest possible value as a friend, associate, and companion. 
We are taught that by the practice of Brotherly Love, “we regard the whole human race as one family under the Fatherhood of God.” This type of relationship is by its practices, being of its own justification. This is a fact, not just a dream or hope; and it promotes joy in our hearts. As long as we build on these facts, it will promote and provide opportunities for great fellowship. It is only one of our principal Tenets of Masonry.
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Relief is one of the many forms of Charity. Many limit their concept of charity as giving of material things with monetary value. Usually that is done as a rule by some organized group and sponsored by public funds and generous donors. The Masonic conception of relief is broader and so much deeper. It goes beyond emergency demands for physical or economic distress, but does not ignore it. As our finances will allow we provide aid; but we also recognize the need for spiritual comfort. We visit the sick and distressed brothers, widows, orphans, and the non-Masons that we find in need of an ear to hear their words and acknowledge their existence, with compassion from our heart. 
To comfort a frightened and distressed child brings joyous return to our hearts. Or perhaps just to take a person in need to an appointment, shopping, or just to an outing for the benefit of fresh air. These unselfish acts are great forms of Masonic charity. 
These aren’t unique to Masonry; they are common among many good people, but it must be more so promoted among Freemasons and the Masonic family of organizations. Each Masonic group has and supports their certain chosen charities such as; Children at Risk which in Arizona is sponsored by the Grand Lodge of Arizona and administered primarily through the Public School Systems; speech therapy administered by Scottish Rite Masonry; dental care for special needs children administered by the Grotto Masons; Shriners Hospitals for Children administered by Shrine Masons; and many other services provided by the Masonic family of organizations, far too many to list here. We believe that it is so very important to give of ourselves without expectations of personal gain.

At the close of prayer especially, we respond with the words, “So mote it be.” These beautiful words have a very special meaning to some of us. Some years ago I wrote the following; 
So Mote It Be, what it means to me.

So mote it be. So sweet is the sound. It has such a strong meaning to the true Mason.
The word ‘mote’ is an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning ‘may.’

But the meaning of the “phrase’” should be so much more personal to the Mason.
Whether at the close of one’s prayer, at the pronouncement of the sacred union of marriage, at the blessed birth of a child, or at the solemn bidding good-bye to one who is loved and respected, we say those meaningful words, So Mote It Be.

When I say those words, So Mote It Be, I’m not speaking to those mortal beings around me, I’m speaking directly to the Supreme Deity of all existence. I’m asking God to look into my heart and know that which I may not know the words to express. I’m asking God to recognize my needs, even those I don’t know exist and to provide for them; to know my weaknesses and frailties of life, to know all that my humble existence cannot comprehend.

I am yielding to His will and imploring His mercy.

My Brother, what does it mean to you? 
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As an Entered Apprentice Mason you should have an interest in the duties, privileges, and the limitations pertaining to your current status as a Mason; but you should also realize that it has a permanent interest for every Mason, however long he has been in Masonry, 
You are still an Entered Apprentice Mason and bound by your obligation and oath in addition to the other obligations, charges, Lodge By-laws, the Masonic Code, etcetera. 
You are entitled to the fellowship, Brotherly Love and care of the Lodge. You have the right to be instructed in the work and the study material pertaining to your degree. If you are charged with a violation that would warrant a legal Masonic process; you would be entitled to a Masonic trial. You also have the right of possessing knowledge of modes of recognition by which you make yourself known to other Brothers in your travels as an Entered Apprentice Mason. And when your soul has demitted to the Celestial Lodge Above, you will be entitled to Masonic Last Rights and internment. 
But there are some limitations. An Entered Apprentice Mason cannot vote or hold office, but can fill a position in the Entered Apprentice Degree for learning purposes. You may attend the last rights of a Brother, but not walk in processions. The later restriction is because the public makes the assumption that all participants are Master Masons and place judgment of the Craft accordingly. An Entered Apprentice can only visit or sit in a Lodge session of the first degree.

You also have duties incumbent upon you as an Entered Apprentice Mason. You are expected to faithfully observe our obligation and be obedient to the charges of the Entered Apprentice Mason; to learn required portions of the degree with understanding of the lessons intended; and return proficiency in a timely manner in order to advance. To help us accomplish this, you will have a coach and a mentor..
It is too easy for the un-interested new Brother to become a Mason by name only, which is why you are urged to think of your apprenticeship in the largest sense. For should you not advance in Masonry, you might be considered unworthy of respect as a Freemason, no matter what your seasons might be. We believe that you are of the quality and ability to bear the name and duties of Freemasonry, and will be true to the standards expected of a Mason. Let no motive deter you in your duty and desire to be a true and trusted Brother among us, and apply yourself with fervency and zeal to the thorough mastering of our noble art. 

The Cardinal Virtues were brought to your attention for you to use as a blueprint for a way of life.  Let us briefly review them again here; 

Temperance enables us to regulate and control our passions and prejudices, to abstain from over indulgence, with food, intoxicating drink, and mind altering drugs or extracts. 
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Fortitude teaches us to have the courage to stand for that which is right as we know it.
Prudence counsels us to form fair and just conclusions and to make careful and sound decisions.
Justice is in affect the making of ‘a square deal’ in all of our dealings and all our doings. 
These should not be considered mere words to be brushed aside; they are intended to direct us in paths of a good and faithful life as Freemasons, and as such we are expected to be quiet and peaceful citizens, true to good government, country, and to obey the just laws under whose protection we live. We are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion; but submit to legal authority and conform to the needs of our country.
After a reasonable time to absorb these words and their intents, and the required proficiency, you will be provided with further Masonic enlightenment. You are encouraged to not just take the degrees, but to seriously study them; learn their meanings. 
To do otherwise will be cheating your self out of a great way of life.  Place the value of them for what you paid for them. Appreciate their truths, beauty, relevance, and significance. Otherwise, you will have wasted your time and money as well as our time; and Masonry to you will be like an empty shell. If we gauge our lives in accordance with Moral Masonic Code it will make us loyal to friendships, more understanding of and with family, and we will enjoy a happier and fuller life. 

We must become familiar with rules and Masonic Lodge etiquette. The Masters gavel being his badge of authority, we need to know what the raps of the gavel means; two (2) raps call certain officers to their feet and attention to the Master’s bidding.  Three (3) raps calls everyone to their feet with attention to the Master’s bidding. A single (1) rap sits everyone.  
Private conversations above a soft whisper tend to distract from the proceedings of the Lodge and is considered un-Masonic etiquette.

When the Lodge is in session and we enter or depart, we are to go to west of the altar and give the DG&S salute.  If the Master is preoccupied, address the salute to his assistant, the Senior Warden.  If arising to be recognized for permission to address the Master, it is done from your seat location. To address the Lodge or a particular Brother, we must request the Master’s permission. When you have finished speaking, thank the Master and delay sitting for a second or so in case the Master wants to respond to you.
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We must remember that the space between the altar with the Three Great Lights and the Masters pedestal must not be violated except when conducting a candidate in the process of the conferral of a degree. This is because the Light which emanates from God’s Word must be allowed to shine on the Master to provide him with the wisdom to govern his Lodge.

Unlike other fraternities and organizations, Freemasonry stands out as being so much more. It stresses Brotherly Love, tolerance, charity, and truth. In the Masonic Lodge, like minded men come together in peace and harmony, never allowing divisive subjects to become a discussion and distort the peace and tranquility between the Brethren.
Initiation into Freemasonry must be considered as the official beginning of a lifetime quest for Masonic enlightenment and efforts for personal perfection; with realization that true perfection for mortal man is unreachable. However, efforts at achieving perfection will earn the admiration of good men and set an example for them to try to emulate. This can instill inner pride and confidence in others and encourage efforts to live virtuous lives, drawing good men to the portals of Freemasonry. 
The initiation process into Masonry can easily be thought of, or described as the processes of a conception and on to the birth of a child.  The preparation room is likened the womb where the female egg is fertilized by the male sperm which will in time become an embryo.  The embryo is nourished as it develops into a child and ready for being born.  At that time it approaches the birth canal which is represented by the door on which three distinct knocks were given to announce that you were prepared to be born into this new life as a Freemason.  
These are but a few of the many lessons we are to observe in Masonry if we’re to be a Mason, not just a member.
We welcome you as our new Fraternal Brother in this ancient and most honorable Society of Friends and Brothers under the Fatherhood of God. .   

                          W.B. Paul Weathers
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