Chapter 9: Passed to the Fellowcraft Degree 

In the process of receiving the second degree of Freemasonry you were again required to wait a time with patience outside of the Lodge room until the Stewards came to prepare you to be passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft Mason. You knocked on the door and were again told to wait a time with patience until the Worshipful Master was informed and his answer returned. You might have deducted by now, the waiting was a good test of your ability to practice patience.

Masonic research has found that several hundred years ago Masonry actually consisted of only one degree, but with a part on the Fellow of the Craft instructions. Eventually that part was expanded into a separate degree. It was supposedly considered to be a very highly honored degree, much so as the Master Mason Degree is in modern day Masonry, which did not actually came into being until in the seventeen hundreds. 

You are now a Fellowcraft Mason, no longer in the youth stages of Freemasonry. As a Fellowcraft Mason you are also no longer to be considered as a candidate; you are now respected as an advancing Brother. In this degree you are expected to be a thinker in practice and in preparation to be advanced to the higher knowledge, to eventually be raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. As a Fellowcraft you’re in the manhood stages of Masonry.
In the Entered Apprentice Degree the cable-tow was considered to be a symbol of control. In the Fellowcraft degree it is a symbol of aid for your journey. You are to remember that the length of the cable-tow is to be considered as being of the brothers reasonable abilities. But you should also remember that you owe it to yourself and to your lodge to be attentive to your Masonic duties to the best of your abilities.

You probably noticed that your reception was somewhat different from your first entrance, and you found familiar words in the obligation; but with additional binding expectations added. And as you were being conducted in the circumambulation of the altar, you heard the Chaplain reciting another most meaningful passage from the Holy Bible (Amos 7; 7-8, “Thus he showed me” etc. 
You were again required to advance as an Entered Apprentice and give the Due Guard and Sign of that degree; and then you were taught to advance a bit differently for the Fellowcraft Degree.

Before being placed at the altar in due form, the Worshipful Master informed you that before the ceremonies of this degree could proceed, it would again be necessary for you to take another solemn obligation by which you would bind yourself to keep the secrets of Freemasonry pertaining to the Degree of Fellowcraft. You were assured by the Worshipful Master that as it was said in the first degree obligation, it would not interfere with any duty you owe to God, your country, your neighbor, or yourself. 
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After the oath that had bound you to the obligation, you were again told to detach your hand, bow your head and kiss the Holy Bible on which you had become obligated.  With that kiss you sealed you obligation and became a Fellowcraft Mason. The cable-tow was removed because you were now bound to the Fraternity by a two fold tie. Your desire for more light was declared and the hoodwink removed.

It was explained to you that one point of the Compasses being still depressed was to indicate that you were still one material point in the dark regarding its mysteries. What was not explained will now be clarified. The point of the compasses that was still depressed was the northern most point, symbolizing that in Masonry the north is considered to be a place of darkness, meaning a place void of knowledge. You were given the pass grip, token of the pass, true grip and word of a Fellowcraft Mason. The word is to be found in the Book of Judges and it is a Hebrew word meaning an ear of corn, or grain and with yet another meaning of flood; both being symbols of plenty.
By order of the Worshipful Master, the Senior Warden taught you how to wear your apron as a Fellowcraft Mason and the reason it is to be worn thusly.

You were then conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East where he was pleased to see you clad as a Fellowcraft Mason.  He presented to you the working tools of the Fellowcraft Mason which is the Plumb, Square, and Level, and explained their usages. He then invested you with the three precious jewels; an attentive ear, an instructive tongue, and a faithful breast.
The wages of the Operative Mason was corn, wine, and oil. These were sometimes considered to be the coin of the realm. The corn spoken of in the Old Testament and in the Masonic ritual was not the corn we know today, it was of the grains commonly grown in those areas of the world. It was ground for making of nourishing breads. Oil was valued for honorable rituals and for healthy skin. Oil of the olive was also useful as a food additive and fuel for lighting. Wine was highly cherished as a most common food drink, and it brought joy to the hearts of man.
The Two Great Pillars
On your return to the Lodge you were faced by two great pillars. We know not with certainty of when the idea of the architectural practice of putting two pillars at the entrance of a great structure, but King Solomon’s Temple with two pillars at the entrance is one of many examples. Those for King Solomon’s Temple were made of Brass, a metal consisting of a proper mixture of copper and tin or zinc, noting that copper was thought of as a sun metal and tin and zinc were of the category of moon metals. This reminds us of the wording of the ritual; As the sun rules the day, and the moon governs the night, so should the Worshipful Master endeavor to rule and govern his Lodge.
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The pillar on the left was named Boaz, deriving from Hebrew language signifying strength. That on the right was named Jachin. Breaking the name Jachin down we find that that jah is the poetic name of Jehovah and Jachin means to establish. Therefore, the word Jachin is determined to mean With God’s help to establish. Those pillars were made in the clay grounds on the plains of Jordan, between Succoth and Zarthan. In some writings and words of Hiram Abif, Zarthan was called Zeredathan. Some writers theorize that the pillars were hollow as some believe, so as to secret the confidential archives of the Masonic trade, the rolls that comprised the history of the Hebrew Nation’s religion and civil life, the works of the prophetically and inspired writers, and the perception to be at the time, the complete system of universal science.

You were given not only the names of the pillars, but what their names denote. In some of the stories about Masonry and in biblical history, Boaz way actually the great grandfather of King David and Jachin was the high priest who assisted in the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.

Just an interesting note about the supposed measurements of the two pillars; First Kings 7: 15 and Second Kings 25: 17 say that the pillars were 18 cubits in length. Second Chronicles 3: 15 says that the pillars were 35 cubits in length. When we convert cubits into foot measurements, we find that if the two Books of Kings are correct the pillars were 27 feet long and 18 feet in diameter.  If Second Chronicles is correct the pillars would be almost twice the size as the first references. How would such a huge brass cylinder be moved an approximate distance of 25 miles to be raised? What does this say for taking the Bible wording literally? However, we are encouraged to become familiar with the Holy Writings. Joshua 1: 8 says, “This book of the law shall not depart out of my mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shall have good success.”   

In passing between the pillars, we are forbidden to observe one at the expense of the other. By implication we have both power and control placed before us. When we passed between them, by implication, the pillars of strength and establishment would suggest that a man must have both for the completion of a successful life. By passing between the pillars, we were leaving the state of Masonic youth and entering the state of manhood and ready for the essentials of responsibility. But we should understand that this new power, without benefit of the temporal or physical, religious or spiritual, can be wielded for good or evil, We must remember that power without control is futile. Therefore, we must ensure that power and control are kept in balance to compliment each other. 
There is a third pillar that is felt but not seen. It is that power of strength that is found in the brotherly love and affection we share in the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God. 
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Another bit of enlightenment here; your attention was directed to the celestial and terrestrial globes. The descriptive wording of them is beautiful and interesting. However, they are a relatively modern addition to the ritual. The old rituals do not mention them, nor were they part of the entry to the porch of King Solomon’s Temple. The idea for adding them to the ritual was probably because they are emblems of universality; each about individual parts of the universe. We are encouraged to read this story in the book of First Kings. When they were added to Masonic Ritual, the columns were determined to be the obvious place to display them.
It is also interesting to note that at the destruction of the Temple, those valuable brass pillars were broken into pieces, and those, along with other treasures of the Temple, were carried off to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans. What a sad commentary of how wars and human greed has destroyed such beauty and strength that had been created by the hands of so many celebrated artists. Will man never learn anything from history?
Some of our Masonic ritual comes from the Old Testament of the King James Version of the Holy Bible. Most of us have at least one copy of the Bible in our home. It is helpful to occasionally read the portions of the Bible from where the ritual parts that we are using in order to really understand the truths. But no matter how much and how hard we study, we can never learn all there is to know about this great fraternity and its origins.  However, the more we study, the better prepared we will be to speak of the goodness of Freemasonry. By doing so, we can empress and entice good men who could benefit Masonry and their own lives, simply by approaching the portals of Masonry.  A Mason of 52 years as of this writing (2013) I realize that with all my years of studies I’ve only started to scratch at the surface of what there is to be learned of this most extensive society. 
The Winding Stairs
“And they went up the winding stairs into the middle chamber.” - 1 Kings 6: 8. In your transition from darkness to light, you were searching for a reconstruction to a higher level and way of life. That transition may seem to be slow, and it is so, because to rush is to miss the finer points of knowledge. To learn the true implication of these Masonic degrees will in actuality take the rest of your life; that is if you truly want to understand its true meanings. It will be a long but joyous journey if you are willing to go the distance. It will require you to climb in order to reach the peaceful and restful reward. The winding stairs and the middle chamber are wholly symbolic in Freemasonry as being accurate, but there were winding stairs according to the Holy Scripture. In our ritual they are divided into three, five and seven steps; three for the three essential officers in the East, West and South, five for architecture, and seven for the human senses. 
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The number seven has throughout time been considered the perfect number; four is the perfect square and three is the perfect triangle; a virgin number because it cannot be multiplied to produce any number within ten, as two and three, two and four, three and three; neither can it be produced by the multiples of any whole number. 
The symbol of the steps symbolizes the lessons learned in life, with which, if properly used, tends to increase our knowledge and gives a better hope of immortality.

There are two ancient versions pertaining to the origin of this legend. The first is derived from 1 Kings. The second is the astronomical version. The seven signs of the zodiac, from the vernal equinox to the five points of Scorpio, which wind in a glittering curve above the heavens, emblematic of seven winding stairs that lead to a place where corn, wine, and oil are brought forth to reward the workmen. The sun reaches Aries on the 21st of October, passing successfully through the seven emblematic steps, corresponding to ancient version of the legend.

In modern Masonic ritual, the winding stairs are a symbol of growth in a mental and spiritual life, of learning through study and enlarging horizons. It is also a symbol of man’s courage in Masonic character. The Mason is, or should be, forever climbing in an effort to reach the middle chamber or inner sanctum, and if he starts his climb of the odd number of steps with the right foot he will reach the inner sanctum with his right foot.
The winding stairs give an indication or reminder that we know not what is around the next bend in life, and to take each step with caution and steady purpose. They are in odd numbers because according to the Pythagorean system, the odd numbers were considered more perfect than even numbers. It may therefore be considered that the use of odd number of steps is intended to symbolize the perfection that one is expected to achieve as he goes through life.

A straight stairway hides neither secret nor mystery at its top. But the stairs that wind partially hides each next step from the climber; what is just around the corner is unknown until it is reached. The winding stairs of life leads us to we know not what; for some it is the middle chamber of fame and fortune; for others it might be pain and suffering. The Angel of Death may stand with sword drawn and in wait on the very next step. Yet the good man still climbs because he has courage, because he has faith that his God is present, and because he is a man; so must the Freemason continue to climb, knowing that wages are to be earned and a treasure of knowledge waits to enlighten all who will partake of the offerings.
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The stairs are the ascent to the middle chamber where there are wages to be received, which will serve to discipline the soul; and the climb builds faith and hope. The Fellowcraft degree is a degree of action, climbing and searching for knowledge of the arts and sciences. In the middle chamber, the Fellowcraft may breathe an air of love, tolerance, service and sacrifice.

It is within the second degree that the intellectual work is begun. The Fellowcraft must commence the glorious but difficult research for self improvement in Masonry. He must continue to climb through the liberal arts and sciences where he will discover the divine law by which the Great Architect of the Universe preserves and rules the massive and beautiful sustaining universe.

At the approach to the three steps you were informed of some of the various implications of the number three; three degrees, three principle tenants of Masonry, three great supports of Masonry, the three essential officers and their three stations, and why it is necessary for the three elements of any great and important undertakings; wisdom, strength, and beauty. This number alludes to the great luminary of creation arising in the east to open and adorn the day, gaining its meridian height in the south to invigorate all things with plentitude of its ripening rays, and the declining brightness as it sets in the west.
So now is the time for us to realize that our youth is already gone, our manhood is rapidly passing, and old age is facing us, “dark shadowed on the swift wings of time”. But if we have lived a well spent life, our departing will be filled with tints of hope, and we will rest in peace, harmony, and brotherly love.
You then advanced to the five steps representing the five orders of architecture with the three that are the most esteemed my Masons. It was explained that the number five also alludes to the five essential abilities of man to learn; hearing, eye sight, ability to feel  joy, pain, or sadness, and abilities to smell and taste, Again the number three comes into play by the three most important of these; hearing seeing and feeling.
Of the columns; the Tuscan, a Roman Column was very simple but massive in size and still having a purpose. And like many Masonic Brothers who prefer to sit on the sidelines, and maybe serve on a committee, but have no desire to fill a position in the officer line, they are where they feel comfortable and they still serve a very important purpose, giving their support and encouragement from their sideline seats.

The Doric, a Greek Column, differs from the Tuscan and is also massive and had a different chapiter at the top, a circle which represented the oneness of God. Isaiah 40: 22. It represents strength, the pillar of the Senior Warden who is the keeper of the wages of the Craft. He pays out wages for the Master.
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The Ionic, also a Greek Column, is another massive column and has a scroll or book at the top, and represents wisdom and is representative of the Master who is looked to for enlightenment. He is to be a learned and thinking man, worthy of being called Worshipful Master.

The Corinthian is a Greek Column, an object of striking beauty with flowers and fern adorning its chapiter. It is representative of the Junior Warden who is the representative of Hiram Abif. The Junior Warden is also the time keeper for the Master.

And the composite, another of the Roman Columns, and as the first one by the Romans, is considered to be useless to the Masonic Order. The taking from the Corinthian to bolster its beauty was of no increased value and usage. Of the first and the last columns; the Tuscan represents taste and the Composite represents smell. To build we need the three Greek Pillars which represent Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. Again we note the usage of the number three!
Continuing your climb you arrive at the seven steps that allude to the seven liberal arts and sciences, but emphasis was on geometry as it is most essential in the arts and sciences of Masonry, and it is the foundation of Masonry,

In a paper written by Donald L. Andrews, PM, PHP, MPS, he says that “in the eighteenth century when our modern ritual was developing, the liberal arts and sciences were known as the artes liberales. This was knowledge reserved for free men, men of importance, and was considered to be the sum of all higher learning. The name liberal comes from thee Latin liber meaning free. This is in contrast to the artes liberales which was the knowledge necessary simply to earn a living. These were the workmen who tended to bind them to their particular trade. The seven liberal arts and sciences trace their origins back to the era of Pythagoras and even earlier. These arts and sciences are broken into two groups. The first is the Trivium, Latin for three ways of paths. It deals with language art and includes grammar, rhetoric and logic. The study of grammar refines our speech just as the craftsman smoothes the rough ashlar into a perfect ashlar. Rhetoric combines words and thoughts into a pleasing whole, just as the craftsman places the ashlar upon ashlar to erect a pleasing edifice. But most important is the creative art of logic. Logic is the Master’s art which brings us the power of reasoning and deduction, just as the architect creates and develops the design to be erected by the craftsman. 
The second group is the Quadrivium or four paths. It deals with the numerical sciences; arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy. The fifth science, geometry, is so fundamentally a part of Freemasonry that our ritual tells us that these two terms are synonymous. Geometry goes far beyond the simple weights and measurements of arithmetic and deals with the relationships from the minute to the astronomical. 
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By geometry we may discover how the planets move in their orbits and emonstrate their various revolutions. By it we discover the power, wisdom, and goodness of the Grand Architect of the Universe. It is no wonder that Masons revere Geometry.

Our ancient Brethren recognized the value of a balanced education to create a whole and free man. The Trivium is to better understand our inner workings and the Quadrivium to understand the greater universe around us. This lesson is still a good one my Brethren, to constantly seek greater light, greater knowledge, both of ourselves and the universe around us. To seek to improve ourselves by education is the concealed lesson. And that is how Masonry takes a good man and makes him better”.

The history of the seven liberal arts and sciences is intricate, but by most accounts it was Pythagoras, Plato, and St. Augustine that played the key roles in framing it. Teachers and scholars have found these seven and general orders to be of great value. They require thinking and greater levels of concentration. As we mature in our Masonic lives, we gain perspective and wisdom as we enjoy the glorious works of creation; the stars and the planets, astronomy, and their Divine Creator.
In your journey in search of the Middle Chamber of King Solomon’s Temple you had to approach the south gate (the Junior Warden’s station) and by having certain knowledge and information, you were allowed to pass on to the west gate (the Senior Warden’s station) where again with proper knowledge and information, you were allowed to pass in. This brought you to a place representing the Middle Chamber of King Solomon’s Temple. 
Arriving at the Middle Chamber is said to be in a likeness of knowledge beyond description in human vocabulary, but it fills the heart with indescribable joy. Is this meant to describe the feeling we should experience at being somewhat similar to being raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason?

It is important at this point of progress in learning to clarify that the Middle Chamber is a symbolic place of reward. Now that we have symbolically reached the Middle Chamber what should we find?  We will find the supreme wages for our devoted labor; not too much nor too little, but our just due. And we will continue to receive wages if we continue to climb in search or more and more knowledge and managing in ways to share it in turn. The Chamber rewards us with peace, rest, and strength in exchange for love, tolerance, service, and sacrifice by which to care and grant service to mankind and all of God’s creations.  

The symbolic journey through the several apartments of the temple tends to fill us with a good number of impressions and wonder. The variety and poetic expressions are somewhat bewildering and it naturally puts us in an unexpected state of mind. But these bewildering feelings will dissipate as we let our impressions start to sort out. With study and evaluation of their meanings, we will realize the beauty of the lessons learned.
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This elementary knowledge was introduced to our ancient brothers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The archaic, yet impressive language being used during those times were sketched from a period of Masonic history. It is not meant to confuse us, but retained or preserve the dignity of our ancient Masonic Brothers.
Now as a Fellowcraft you have much to do in your journey before you can hope to achieve the status of Master Mason. There is no time to waste; there is so much to be learned about the workings of the Craft of Freemasonry. But understand that it will not come suddenly; it has to come through constant studious efforts. It will take time, patience and perseverance. The superstructure you are to build will be a challenge and will require many parts and exerted effort through the term God has blessed you with.

In the charge to the Fellowcraft we are charged to use good discretion, virtue, and dignity for which to become a worthy and exemplary Mason; and to support and defend our laws and regulations. We are not to cover, conceal, or irritate further offences of our brothers, but by whisper or in private conversation, offer good counsel. 
The underlying purpose of the Fellowcraft Degree is intended to foster a respect for the knowledge and truths. It should be a reminder to us that as Operative Masons we had to study the arts diligently, so must we as Speculative Masons strive to unravel those mysterious lessons lying beneath the impressive wording given by the Brotherhood of those times past. It does in fact remind us of the beauty to be received if we will bide within the divine plans laid down for us by the Supreme Architect of the Universe. The lessons strongly suggest the principal means for man to improve himself and benefit the world which God has given over to our care.
The five senses spoken of in the lecture of this degree was partially explained, but the Pocket Encyclopedia of Masonic Symbols published by The Masonic Service Association of North America says this; “Ritual is commonly a series of understatements; generally worded to fit the weaker rather than the stronger of ones understanding. Therefore the ritualistic explanation of the five senses say nothing in words of much intent, of the fact that they are symbols of importance of knowledge, since it is only by senses that we obtain knowledge. A man born deaf, dumb, and blind and without feeling and sense of smell, could not know anything, be taught anything, or learn anything. But with five senses man can learn the lessons of and in life; even the branches of knowledge which can spring from the mind alone, mathematics, music, or language. From the mind, first reached by the senses, come all of these intangibles which differentiate man from the rest of creation, with love, charity, philosophy, kindness, philanthropy, and etcetera.”
As you have been informed, Freemasonry is taught by degrees only. It is also said that, “Freemasonry is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols”. For an understanding of that phraseology, we need to know more of the word meanings. The word allegory is from two Greek words meaning,’ a story within a story.’
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 The stories told in Masonry are told as fact, but it represents the lesson of immortality. Allegory, myth, parable, legend, and tradition; all are correlative terms. Actually, the myth may be founded on fact; the legend and tradition are more probably founded on fact, but allegories, parables, and fables are not. They may be true if thought to mean a fact. For instance, if you tell a young lady that, “Your eyes sparkle like the stars,” you’re expressing an appreciation of feeling, not that they actually sparkle at all. Therefore, we must extract the intended lessons.

Teaching in these manners has been used throughout history. We read in the New Testaments of the Holy Bible of how Jesus taught, we will find numerous examples of him teaching his followers with parables. Going back several hundred years before Jesus to the life of Siddhartha Gautama, the first known mortal Buddha, we find that he also taught in these manners. And many religious leaders of the modern day tell stories that are not intended to be taken literally, only to portray the intended lesson; and so it is in Masonic ritual.

The Working Tools: Plumb, Square, and Level
The Plumb should be a reminder to us to practice uprightness in our daily lives, demonstrating integrity and moral conduct before God and man, setting examples for others to emulate.

The Square should remind us to live virtuously and morally in our dealings with our fellow man. But we must not tweak one at the cost of the other, as both are essential to good living.  

And the Level is a symbol of equality among peoples of all races, colors, creeds, religions, political leanings, and etcetera. We are all of God with the spirit of God within us. To willfully mistreat ourselves or others physically, mentally, or spiritually is an insulting act to God who granted us this earthly body as a carrier of the soul and His spirit. It should remind us of the words we’ve borrowed from Shakespeare;  ”We are traveling on that level of time to that undiscovered country from who’s borne no traveler returns.”      
Your attention was directed to the letter G suspended in the East. It is the initial of geometry, the first and noblest of the sciences, and is the superstructure of Freemasonry. Your attention was again directed to the latter G for a far more noble and glorious purpose. It is the name of the Supreme Deity, at the mention of which all Masons from the youngest Entered Apprentice to the Worshipful Master should with reverence bow.

We learned that by geometry we may curiosity trace nature through her various windings to her most concealed recesses. 
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We may discover the power, wisdom, and goodness of the Almighty God and be able to view the delightful proportions of this vast machine; how the planets move in their own respective orbits. It is also by this science that we can witness the changes of seasons and the beauty they bring to our lives.

Our minds are amazed by the numberless worlds that surround our home planet, knowing that they are being conducted by an unerring law of our Divine Creator. And now as a Fellowcraft Mason you have brushed shoulders with the Masonic world. You have reached new levels. You have faithfully labored through what could be considered as difficulties, but which were in reality earned blessings. You have reached new levels on your way to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.

You are urged to practice the teachings of Masonry and those that are provided in the Holy Writings that are provided to use to be used as a rule and guide of our individual religious faiths.
My Brother, you are to be congratulated on becoming a Fellowcraft Mason. With the studies to be done concerning this degree you will be better prepared for being raised to the Sublime Degree of Masonry, an honor that has been bestowed on good men of all walks of life; kings, princes, presidents, laborers, etcetera, mostly without regard for their status in life. As a Master Mason you will be on the same level with all of them.
But you must not consider that achievement as an end by any means.  It means that you will have been passed to the level for which to receive much more enlightenment; much of which should be of your own determination. It should be a start of a lifetime of learning and improving. Therefore it is very important that we keep the human senses discussed in this degree open for the receiving of much more enlightenment.

                                                                                         W.B. Paul Weathers
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